


















 

 

REGULAR MEETING PUBLIC SERVICE COMMITTEE of December 1, 2022 
 

Meeting of the Public Service Committee was held in the office of the DPW, 50 Manca Drive at 8:00 AM on     

December 1, 2022. 

 

Members Present: Councilor James M. Walsh, Chairman; Councilor Alek Dernalowicz; Councilor George C. Tyros; 

Administrative Assistant Christine Harty 

 

Attendees:  Dane E. Arnold, DPW Director; Rob Oliva, City Engineer; Sophie Dorow, Conservation and Planning 

Agent 

  

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Councilor James M. Walsh called the meeting to order at 8:00 am.  

 

 

OPEN MEETING RECORDING 

 
ANNOUNCEMENT – any person may make a video or audio recording of an open session of a meeting, or may transmit the 

meeting through any medium, subject to reasonable requirements of the chair as to the number, placement and operation of 

equipment used so as not to interfere with the conduct of the meeting. Any person intending to make such recording shall notify 

the chair forthwith. All documents referenced or used during the meeting must be submitted in duplicate to Secretary of the 

Committee, pursuant to the Open Meeting and Public Records Law. All documents shall become part of the official record of the 

meeting. 

 

 

ABATEMENTS WATER/SEWER 

 

95 Crestwood Drive:  Pierre Michel, owner of property, is present to for appeal of water/sewer bill.  Property had high water 

usage for billing period of October 2022.  Property owner states they had found a toilet leak.  Once repaired, their water usage 

had stabilized, back to normal.  Was hoping for some relief of charges. 

 

Councilor Walsh, if excessive bill had been due to city issue, could have provided some relief.   

 

Councilor Dernalowicz suggests providing 1 year for payment of October 2022 billing.   

 

Motion made by Councilor Alek Dernalowicz, second by Councilor George Tyros to allow payment plan on charges under 

appeal (with no accruing interest) over a four billing periods, with the provision all subsequent quarterly billings remain up-to-

date, current in payment status, all in favor, motion passes. 

 

 

POLE PETITION 

 

10850 – A Petition by National Grid – Coleman Street – To install 1 single owned pole beginning at a point    

approximately 250 feet east of the centerline of the intersection of Coleman Street and Robillard Street.  

Install 1 stub pole on Coleman Street to support P25 on Parker Street.  

 
Rob states has not drawn up an official memo regarding petition.  Will do so for the record, is in favor of recommending petition 

to City Council.  Motion made to approve pole petition.  Motion made by Councilor Alek Dernalowicz second by Councilor 

George C. Tyros, all in favor motion carries.   

 



 

 

REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENT HEADS 

 

Dane Arnold:    

 
Packet was provided regarding sump pump issue on Cross Street at dental office.  Letter was sent on 11/28/22 to owner of 

property at 49 Cross Street.    States issue with sump pumps occurs approximately 10 x’s a year in city.   

 

Councilor Walsh mentions same issue with Car Wash on end of Elm Street.  Dane states DPW treats that area in particular a bit 

heavier in the winter.   

 

Councilor Walsh inquires on salt shed.  Dane, currently working with Mayor.   

 

Dane, currently in Robillard area paving.  Sidewalks have been base coated.  Driveways & walks will be finished.  Sidewalks 

will be completed in the spring.   

 

Also, visited landfill in Bellow Falls VT yesterday.  Their WWTF facility is about a 1/10 the size of ours.  We observed their 

processing of sludge.  They burn it down to 85-90% dry for placement at landfill, also giving it to farmers at this point.  Looking 

into possibility of utilizing this process.     

 

Rob Oliva:   

 
To begin installation of skating rink in a day or two.  Will erect string LED lights to run off a generator.   

 

Finance approved funding yesterday for new lights at Timpany, Main, Willow & Dyer.  Will operate off sensors now rather than 

timers.  This action was prompted by Darrell Sweeney, Inspector of Wires, to update systems.  Timers will remain in place as 

backup. 

 

Met with Chris Coughlin and Mayor regarding possibility of solar panels at city facilities.  Seems our cold storage building 

would be prime candidate with that of a south facing roof.  A goal would be to have solar at WWTF.  In early stages of 

reviewing possibilities.   

 

Sophie Dorow: 

 
Conservation Commission voted in favor of sludge landfill expansion.  No appeals received at this time.   

 

 

REPORTS AND REQUESTS FROM COUNCILORS 

 

Councilor George C. Tyros:  No requests today.    

 

Councilor Alek Dernalowicz:  No requests today.   

 

Councilor James Walsh:  Inquiry of culvert on Temple Street.  Dane informs is issue with beaver deceiver, work in progress. 

 
Motion to adjourn, Motion made by Councilor Alek Dernalowicz, second by Councilor George Tyros to 

Adjourn the meeting at 8:26 am.  Roll Call vote:  Councilor Alek Dernalowicz yes, Councilor George C. 

Tyros yes, Councilor James Walsh yes.  Motion Passes.   

 

Next meeting scheduled as needed.   

All documents submitted at this meeting are stored in the office of the DPW, 50 Manca Drive, for any review.   

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Christine M. Harty, Administrative Assistant 



 

 

REGULAR MEETING PUBLIC SERVICE COMMITTEE of December 15, 2022 
 

Meeting of the Public Service Committee was held in the office of the DPW, 50 Manca Drive at 7:45 AM on     

December 15, 2022. 

 

Members Present: Councilor James M. Walsh, Chairman; Councilor Alek Dernalowicz; Councilor George C. Tyros; 

Administrative Assistant Christine Harty 

 

Attendees:  Dane E. Arnold, DPW Director; Rob Oliva, City Engineer; Sophie Dorow, Conservation and Planning 

Agent 

 

  

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Councilor James M. Walsh called the meeting to order at 7:45 am.  

 

 

OPEN MEETING RECORDING 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT – any person may make a video or audio recording of an open session of a meeting, or may 

transmit the meeting through any medium, subject to reasonable requirements of the chair as to the number, 

placement and operation of equipment used so as not to interfere with the conduct of the meeting. Any person 

intending to make such recording shall notify the chair forthwith. All documents referenced or used during the 

meeting must be submitted in duplicate to Secretary of the Committee, pursuant to the Open Meeting and Public 

Records Law. All documents shall become part of the official record of the meeting. 

 

 

ABATEMENTS WATER/SEWER 

 

53 Vaughn Street:  Melissa Swenson, owner is present for appeal of water/sewer bill.  Property had high water usage 

for billing period of November 2022.  States she had a toilet leak but was not at property during that period due to 

lack of heat.  Toilet has been repaired. Would like adjustment to bill based on average charges.   

 

Councilor Tyros, normally a payment plan is offered for a 1-year period.  Would consider a $150.00 reduction of the 

bill with a one-year payment plan.   

 

Councilor Walsh explains the water was used by property and processed by the City. 

 

Motion made by Councilor Alek Dernalowicz, second by Councilor George Tyros to allow abatement of $150.00 and 

a one-year payment plan with no interest accrual, provided account remains current with subsequent billings, all in 

favor, motion passes. 

 

 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

 

Motion to accept the minutes of the meeting dated November 2, 2022, as written.  Motion made to accept minutes by 

Councilor George C. Tyros, second by Councilor Alek Dernalowicz, all in favor motion carries.  

 

 

 



 

 

REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENT HEADS 

 

Dane Arnold:    

 

All sidewalks in Coleman/Robillard area are completed.  Berm work will be completed in spring.     

 

The DPW has been out three times treating roads up to this point, winter has arrived.   

 

Rob Oliva:   

 

Sludge landfill was approved by the Conservation Commission. Was then appealed by an abutter.  Appeal off to DEP.  

Next the DEP will issue a superseding order of conditions which will affirm, offer ideas, or deny.    The MEPA filing 

has been submitted.  A sight scoping session will occur in next 30 days.  MEPA must complete process before DEP 

can move forward on permit.  Timeline appears to be six months to have final answers from state and move forward. 

 

Councilor Walsh asks if reasons for appeal must be stated with appeal.  Rob states yes.   

 

Rob, National Grid has been on Lawrence Street replacing 5 or 6 poles.  Noticed they had installed new guide wires 

and one pole where there were at existing locations but did not exist.  National Grid did not petition to City Council.  

Seeking advice/approval to go to National Grid and advise them of petition guidelines?   

 

Councilor Walsh, yes, explain to National Grid petition guidelines. 

 

Motion to approve inquiry to National Grid on reason for not requesting approval, remind of petition guidelines, and 

to inform expectation to do so after fact of recent pole work.  Motion made by Councilor Alek Dernalowicz, second 

by Councilor George Tyros, all in favor motion carries.  

 

Sophie Dorow:   

 

States no update beyond the information Rob provided regarding the sludge landfill.     

 

REPORTS AND REQUESTS FROM COUNCILORS 

 

Councilor Alek Dernalowicz:  No requests today. 

 

Councilor George C. Tyros:  No requests today.    

 

Councilor James Walsh:  Inquires on pothole patrol.  Dane, crew has been out and working.     

 

 

Motion to adjourn, Motion made by Councilor Alek Dernalowicz, second by Councilor George Tyros to 

Adjourn the meeting at 8:08 am.  Roll Call vote:  Councilor Alek Dernalowicz yes, Councilor George C. 

Tyros yes, Councilor James Walsh yes.  Motion Passes.   

 

Next meeting scheduled as needed.   

All documents submitted at this meeting are stored in the office of the DPW, 50 Manca Drive, for any review.   

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Christine M. Harty, Administrative Assistant 




